The aim of this study is to clarify the composition of exterior slanted space in Japanese contemporary architecture. "Exterior slanted space" is seen as an inclined open space within public facilities which affords a good view of the vicinity and provides a place where people may congregate. The structure of the exterior slanted space is seen as a composition between the slanted element with ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� slanted elements were examined according to the organization of the connection between top(s), bottom(s), and side(s). Third, applied connections of attachments to the exterior slanted element were observed, leading to the distinguishment of typologies. By �����������������������������������������������������������������Axis, Deviation, Cul-de-Sac, Concentration, and Dispersion. The restriction of the circulation sequence varies these characteristics as Axis surrounded with volumes, Concentration surrounded with volumes, and Dispersion mounted on volume.
Introduction

Background and purpose
The structure of large-scale cities or small villages deals with a number of urban elements that make up its environment. Within it, exterior spaces such as squares or parks can be seen as public spaces; in light of the fact that these exterior spaces are open and accessible to all, which enable people to gather and socialize ; this paper focuses on this type of exterior space calling it an "exterior slanted space".
In the city of Rome, a multitude of examples of "exterior slanted space" 4) from ancient times can be observed. Nowadays, these are dedicated for social and commercial activities. In the case of the ������������� 5) , for example, several buildings enclose a stairway where on the top a church stands and at the bottom a fountain is situated. This stairway shows a link between a sacred place at the top and a public plaza at the bottom, giving monumentality to the destination atop. The orientation of the rising stairway, reinforced by the surrounding volumes, can be seen as an expression of a path towards another reality which may be higher than daily life 6) .
The stairway gives the adjacent elements different characters according to the positions at different levels. At the same time the ��������� ������� ������ ��������� ��� ��������� ����� ���������� ���� structure of the exterior slanted space is seen as the architectural composition between the stair or slope as exterior slanted elements and adjacent buildings or open spaces as attachments.
Public facilities especially for education or culture, carry an important role to promote public space where citizens can access and gather 7) . The exterior slanted space is not only utilized for the movement of people, but is also occupied by the social behaviors of the people; such as resting, watching, and chatting 8) . It permits the visitors to pass through gathering spots, to stay and to contem-
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Background and purpose
Public facilities especially for education or culture, carry an important role to promote public space where citizens can access and gather 7) . The exterior slanted space is not only utilized for the movement of people, but is also occupied by the social behaviors of the people; such as resting, watching, and chatting 8) . It permits the visitors to pass through gathering spots, to stay and to contem-plate surroundings, or to engage in social activities 9) . It creates a "mise-en-scene", for the coexistence of different people and their behaviors, which is the basic condition of public space even in a territory of a single building. Contemporary Japanese architecture attempts to introduce various characteristics of exterior slanted space as a device to promote social behaviors within public facilities. It is important to establish a theoretical framework in order to make the role of the composition 10) of exterior slanted space in design practice more understanable.
The purpose of this study is to investigate the exterior slanted spaces in contemporary Japanese architecture, built in the postwar period in Japan and to clarify the characteristics of their compositions. Each sample is examined and diagrammed by how the exterior slanted element is arranged by top, bottom and sides, and the position, number, and kind of attachments applied (Fig. 1 ).
Intrinsic structure of exterior slanted space
Overview of samples
90 samples (Table 1) were gathered through a research of Japanese contemporary architecture that includes an exterior slanted space 11) . They were selected where an exterior slanted element has a minimum height difference of 1.6 meters, higher than the line of sight of an average Japanese adult 12) , and a width of 4 meters, the minimum width of a public street 13) . The study focuses on the period when contemporary architecture has been published ��������������������������������������������������������������� periodical Shinkenchiku 14) from 1950 to present, due to its consistent review oriented approach and the precision of its data. The information was based on the pictures, plans and sections.
As an overview 15) , most of the works have been published during the 1990s (41) . It creates a "mise-en-scene", for the coexistence of different people and their behaviors, which is the basic condition of public space even in a territory of a single building. Contemporary Japanese architecture attempts to introduce various characteristics of exterior slanted space as a device to promote social behaviors within public facilities. It is important to establish a theoretical framework in order to make the role of the composition 10) of exterior slanted space in design practice more understanable.
The purpose of this study is to investigate the exterior slanted spaces in contemporary Japanese architecture, built in the postwar period in Japan and to clarify the characteristics of their compositions.
Intrinsic structure of exterior slanted space
Intrinsic structure of the exterior slanted space can be explained Each sample is examined and diagrammed by how the exterior slanted element is arranged by top, bottom and sides, and the position, number, and kind of attachments applied ( Fig. 1 ).
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Relevancy
There are several studies that show correlation with this paper.
From the viewpoint of architectural composition, the compositional role of exterior elements in the arrangement of exterior space 16) , the emphasis of the facade and the extension of public space with the approach space 17) , and the formation of approach space by continuous and noncontinuous parts 18) were studied. These studies give architectural composition relevancy for the study of (Fig. 4) . space. These slanted elements are connected at top, at bottom or at side. In the case of connection by side, the number of slanted elements are counted when turned at 90°. In this manner, the arrangement of exterior slanted elements are examined (Fig. 5 ).
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